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Updated and revised for the 2010 electronic edition.As Dean of Admissions at the University of

Chicago Law School, Anna Ivey decided the fate of thousands of law school applicants. In this book

- the first of its kind by a former law school dean of admissions - she offers an insider's advice,

giving straight answers to questions such as:* How much do the LSAT, ethnicity, and age really

matter?* How should I write my essay to set myself apart?* Should I include a letter explaining my

low LSAT score, my D in chemistry, my attention deficit disorder, my time in rehab?* Is law school

worth the debt I'll face when I graduate?Full of invaluable information, sample essays, rÃ©sumÃ©s,

and recommendations, and anecdotes from real admissions decisions, The Ivey Guide to Law

School Admissions is the bible for aspiring law students everywhere.
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As a longshot applicant, I have already been accepted to or waitlisted by various top law schools

(two of the top three law schools, as I write this, are still considering me, despite being told not to

bother applying to those schools). But I couldn't help but be intrigued when I saw that a book by a



former admissions officer at the University of Chicago would be coming out with big "secrets."

Having already been through the process and having been someone who relied heavily on Richard

Montauk's "How To Get Into the Top Law Schools," I would say that I didn't miss too much essential

information from not having this book available as I applied. If someone told me there was only one

book they could buy on law school admissions and asked for my opinion, I would probably still

advise they go with Montauk's book. However, I would otherwise recommend that they pick up a

copy of Montauk's book, Anna Ivey's book and, if they were African American, copies of Evangeline

Mitchell's books.For the most part, Ivey seems to reveal similar information as Montauk's book but

without as much detail and support (which is kind of a minus for me, but I believe she is holding

back all in-depth details and information for those who will pay for her services). She is very

straightforward and brief about her points, but you certainly get the message. She does speak a bit

more candidly on affirmative action and can't help but give more insider tips that are extremely

helpful than anyone else could, including Montauk.

I've been the prelaw advisor at a medium-sized religious college for more than twenty-five years,

and my advice about law school application runs largely along the lines outlined in Anna Ivey's

nicely written book. In the future, if a student begins to write me off as a curmudgeon, I'll be able to

cite chapter and verse from this author, who's a good quarter-century younger and has a far better

claim to speak with authority about such matters than I. So, undergraduates, read and

heed.Nevertheless, I have a few quibbles. One inference of the Ivey Guide is that a great many

admission decisions are made on the basis of personal essays, interviews, and recommendations.

Actually, as Ms. Ivey would probably agree, most decisions are based flatly and unimaginatively on

GPA, LSAT, and minority status (if applicable). My feeling is that the other materials often serve

largely as conscience salve for the typical admissions officer (of which Ms. Ivey was certainly not).

In my experience, essays, recommendations, and the like prove most significant for those at the top

and bottom of the food chain: to students applying at the twenty top-ten law schools (the probable

target market for this book) and students who will gladly take anything above the California

unaccrediteds.I also hold reservations about the sample essays and sample recommendations

given in the appendix. The good ones are better than the bad ones for sure, but I found myself

disliking all the authors. To me the best of the essays sound like they were written by slick showoffs.

(At least the authors either have great writing skills or good ghostwriters.) As for faculty

recommendations, I've had numerous students admitted to the best law schools without ever having

written anything longer than this review.
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